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  Editorial  

irstly a very Happy if belated New Year to all our supporters and friends. Please 

continue to alert us to any concerns you may have about any war memorial or 

Roll of Honour which you consider to be at risk. 
 

     e have had a very hectic and satisfying autumn. On Heritage Open Days in 

September we received more visitors than ever largely because we made a 

huge effort on leafleting the various City Museums and Libraries with the assistance 

of a specialist distribution company. The really interesting feature was that so many 

people came with purpose with All Saints on their “to do” list as opposed to simply 

“passing trade”. 

 

he other big event has of course been the work associated with lending the City 

Museum Service some of our memorials to feature in the exhibition about our 

work in The Newarke Houses Museum. This is a huge privilege and we are 

truly grateful to be thus honoured. The exhibition is entitled :- 

IN MEMORIAM: Leicester’s War Memorials At Risk and is on display until 

February 9th 2020. 

 
eturning a war memorial to its original community is seldom easy. 

Buildings have either been demolished or have undergone significant change 

 of  use but wherever possible it is something we undertake. 

 
We have facilitated a recent success 

with the return from City Museum 

Service store of the splendid 

Countesthorpe Cottage Homes 

memorial which includes the name of 

Private William Buckingham V.C.,. 

back to that village where it will be 

placed in the Chapel in the cemetery 

this spring. 

 
This is a photoshop impression of 

what it will look like when erected 

(See p 3 for a close-up photo of the memorial.) 

 
There will be a short service of rededication which we will announce when we know 

the date. 

 
everal illustrated talks have been given to U3A and other organisations all of 

which go to raising our profile. 

 
 

nother exciting development is that from February 7th, next door in the nave at 

All Saints there will be the amazing light spectacle VAN GOGH : The Immersive 

Experience.          It will be a spectacle to see and I give a flavour with the 
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photographs below which were taken at the highly successful performances in York.  

Lots of visitors are expected and the organisers have very kindly offered to give 

them our leaflets and point them in our direction. 

 
We are not able to open daily as they are but we are arranging a schedule so that we 

can open for at least three hours twice a week through until they finish on 5th May.  

It is a wonderful opportunity to increase our profile and show visitors what we do. 

 
If you feel you could help during this period please do get in touch with Denis 

Kenyon on mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
 

All Saints' Church, Highcross Street, Leicester, LE1 4PH 

Book online at vangoghexpo.co.uk | admin@vangoghexpo.co.uk 
 

 

Community successes 
 

ur aim wherever possible is to return a war memorial to somewhere in its 

original community if it is safe to do so. Unfortunately in most cases it is not. 

However we have some really good successes and will tell their stories in each 

edition. 

 
No. 1. St Peter’s, Storer Road, Loughborough. The church, dedicated in 1912 was 

declared redundant by the Diocese of Leicester in 2006 and purchased by Elim 

Pentecostal Church in 2013. 

 
We heard that this wonderful triptych with the names 

of 113 men and one woman and some 9 ft square 

when the doors are fully opened, was destined to go 

in to a new build store room with a small door. We 

spoke to the Pastor about it and he enthusiastically 

helped us find the one place it would fit in the totally 

refurbished church – next to the new glass plate door. 

After we had cleaned it and paid for its erection, and 

a rededication service was held on 5th November 2013 

with about 15 people in attendance when after some 

brief prayers, the names were read out. 



  3  

  Dates for Your Diary  
 

 

AT RISK WAR 
MEMORIALS OPEN DAYS 

& EVENTS 2020   
The Chancel, rear of All Saints Church, Highcross 

Street, Leicester LE1 4PH  . 
SATURDAY 25th  

JANUARY 

OPEN DAY 
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 25th  

JANUARY 

A WALK TO REMEMBER 
– start at The Newarke Houses Museum at 2.00 p.m. 
and visiting the memorials in St Mary de Castro; St. 
Nicholas, passing Jewry Wall, the Donisthorpe 
memorial at Friar’s Mills finishing at All Saints for 
refreshments. Duration approx 1 ½ hours. 
Places limited so book by email or ring 07834 324 352 

SATURDAY 14th  

MARCH 

HISTORY & HERITAGE SHOW, 
AGE CONCERN, WIGSTON. 

SATURDAY 21st  

MARCH 

OPEN DAY 
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 16th  

MAY 

OPEN DAY 
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

SUNDAY 31st  

MAY 

LEICESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL & 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HISTORY FAIR 

BEAUMANOR HALL 
10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 4th  

JULY 

OPEN DAY 
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

THURSDAY 10th  

SEPTEMBER 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY 
2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

FRIDAY 11th  

SEPTEMBER 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY 
3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 12th  

SEPTEMBER 
HERITAGE OPEN DAY 
10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

SUNDAY 13th  

SEPTEMBER 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY 
2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

SATURDAY 14th  

NOVEMBER 

OPEN DAY 
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
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RESEARCH & DATABASE 
ne of our long held ambitions is to enable anyone using our website to find out 

as much information as we have been able to glean about a name on a war  

memorial in our care, by clicking on the war memorial and then the person’s name. 

 
We have been incredibly fortunate to have had eight kind people take up the 

challenge of research which has enabled us to start this process. 

 
So far the names on Vernon Road Methodist Church are now available. St James the 

Less, Aylestone is nearly complete. On the website click on to “Our Resident 

Memorials”; scroll down to the memorial you want to search; click on to “Read more” 

and above  the  image  of  the  memorial  there  is  a  link  to  more  detailed  information 

about this memorial and the men listed on it. You will find one page biographies of 

all the men listed. 

 
Others being worked on  are   St.  Saviour’s;  Boy   Scouts;  URC   Church  of Christ, 

Evington; St. Michael’s Scott  St.;  Aylestone  Working  Men’s  Club; Belvoir St. and 

Victoria Street Methodists; and a collection of war memorial dedication reports from 

the local press in the 1920s. 
 

  A GOOD NEWS STORY  

 
      any will know that the catalyst which caused Chris Stephens and I to start the         

Project was the wanton destruction and theft of all the various memorials  

in St. Saviour’s Church, St. Saviour’s Road and in particular that of the stained glass 

memorial window to 2nd Lieutenant Harvey Priestman Flint M.C. of the 

Leicestershire Regiment. 

 
Our response was to have a light box created with a good quality coloured 

photograph which we had fortunately taken. It was a poor substitute but it was 

better than nothing. 

 
We have now been informed that his window will be restored to its former glory.      

We are in regular touch with his descendants and when the work is complete we 

will request the current owners of the church that we have a quiet rededication 

service. 
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“ORPHAN” WAR MEMORIALS 
s mentioned on p 1, when           

a building undergoes change  of

   use  or ownership or 

even demolition, frequently as a 

last resort a  memorial is taken 

into care b y  t h e  City 

Museum Service and put into 

store.  This can mean that it 

is in effect “forgotten”. 

Getting  them back into the 

community is  a complicated 

task. However success was 

achieved  with   Countesthorpe 

Cottage Homes. 

 
The unusual glass panels on 

each side are believed to have 

been for Private William 

Buckingham’s Victoria Cross 

and C.S.M’s Frank Billington’s 

Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

 
There are three other “orphans” from the store which are on display at The Newarke 

Houses Museum in the exhibition IN MEMORIAM: Leicester’s War Memorials At 

Risk. They are all fine pieces and should be available to view and honour. 

 
When the exhibition ends we will see what can be done to achieve this. They are: 

The Gateway School 

Co-operative Boot & Shoe, 
Wheatsheaf Factory 

T. Roberts 
Portland Shoes Ltd. 
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POETRY PAGE 
 

 

This poem was given to us along with two others which we will publish in 

subsequent editions, by Helen Donnelly. We are most grateful for her interest and if 

anyone else has similar please let us have a look. 

 

A Painful Laying of Ghosts 

Veteran stands….. 

bullet shell in his frail 

hand. 

Tears run down his time-worn face. 

 

Memories fresh 

like it was yesterday. 

 

For his…… 

friends and comrades. 

Still boys that never grew old. 

Unlike Sir J.M. Barrie’s 

“Peter Pan”. 

Theirs was no 

“fairytale” ending. 

Veteran stands…… 

Grandchild’s hand holding his, 

comforting. 

No need to speak….. 

for the anguish and regret….. 

 

is reflected in his moistened eyes. 
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Regent Club, Hinckley. 
 

We mentioned in our last Newsletter that the Regent Club of Hinckley WW2 

memorial had suffered from an attempt at being cleaned but unfortunately using 

inappropriate materials. 

 
We have investigated the cost of having it restored professionally but alas it is 

prohibitive – the two quotations being between £2500 and £3,000. This is far more 

than we can afford so we have decided to clean it as best we can and the partial    

result is shown below. The left hand side has not yet been dealt with. The dark part 

in the upper part of the memorial does not respond to a gentle wash unlike lower 

down. 
 

 

Corporal William Butler Wright, Royal Engineers – reading desk. 
In one of those serendipitous occasions, whilst on air being interviewed by Ben 
Jackson of BBC Radio Leicester someone who had heard me talking about war  

memorials, promptly rang to say that she had a memorial and did not know what to 

do with it. We arranged to meet and it was handed over and the Accession Form 

signed. 

 
It was the angled top of a reading desk from the now demolished Holy Rood 

Church, Bagworth. This “interesting” looking building replaced a mediaeval church 

which had subsidence problems caused by nearby mining and demolished in 1968. 

4864281 Corporal William Butler Wright was in 107 Field Company, Royal Engineers 

 

Recently taken into care 
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and was the son of Harry Butler and Margaret Ellen Wright of Bagworth. Our 

contact informed us that there were no descendants of the family which she could 

trace.  

 
Corporal Wright was killed during “Operation Husky” the Allied invasion of 
Sicily.  If anyone knows anything more about him or his family, please do get in 
touch . 

 

 

 

 

We endeavour to keep a list of war memorials which we feel may be “at risk” or just 

need keeping an eye on. Frequently it is a bit of a task to check up on them because of 

access to a building or just uncertainty as to the situation in that location. 

 
If you know anything more about any of these or know of any other memorial which 

you feel might be under threat of some sort, please do contact us. 

YOU are our eyes and ears! 
 

Location Memorial    Comment 

Saffron Rd/ 

Duncan Rd. 

The Dunc. 

Club 

Jan 

2019 

In situ – safe 

at present 

CS CS has visited photographed and 

advised owners of our existence 

LRI ex St Luke’s 

Chapel 

Jan 

2019 

WW1 nurses 

and WW2 

clerical 

DK Sallie Varnam Arts & Heritage Officer 

LRI confirmed both on wall in Victoria 

Bldg. Other items (incl windows) in 

store Glenfield. Plans to create 
Museum 

The Square 

Market 

Harborough 

Memorial 

Cross 

Dec 

2018 

 DK Wording on stone tablet v. badly 

eroded. 

Wording known. DK met HDC 7
th
 Jan 

– agreed to re-cut 

Swithland  Oct 

2019 

Steps in poor 

condition 

CS Offered modest help 

Exton Memorial 

cross and 

tablet 

June 

2019 

Good clean 

up req’d 

CS Offered modest help. PC rec’d quote 

from IMI 

Gas Office, 

Aylestone Rd. 

 Dec 

2019 

Possible 

closure of 

building 

CS Original in Gas Museum 

Replica in office – may move to Grove 

Park 

Royce 

Institute 

Crane St. 

Not sure if 

memorial 

existed 

Jan 

2020 

Building 

closed 

CS Unable to enter 

Thomas Cook 

Ltd 

Now in 

Museum 

Service store 

Jan 

2020 

Company 

ceased 

trading 

DK Possibly will be installed at the future 

Record Office which will be 

constructed at County Council HQ at 

Glenfield. 

The “Watch” List 
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Projects in hand 
 

 
 

NATSOPA. As previously reported in 1921 the National Society of Operative 
Printers and Assistants usually know by its acronym opened a convalescent home in 

Wellesborough near Market Bosworth in memory of union members killed in the 

war. 

 
The site which has long suffered from vandalism 

has now been cleared and is being developed for 

housing. 

 
We are working with the developers to restore the 

plaques stolen from the plinth and create a new 

memorial on site to the 360 men who died. Being a 

big development it is inevitably taking time. The 

latest news is that the plinth has been dismantled 

and stored and will be re-erected when the 

development is nearing completion. 

 
A full history of this memorial will be given in a 

later edition. 

 
 

Leicestershire Regiment WW1. During the last few months of the centenary of 

the Great War, Newarke Houses Museum had a tribute to the approximately 7,200 

men of the Leicestershire Regiment who died in that conflict, listing all their names 

in alphabetical order with date of death. 

 
These eight boards are huge – some 10ft high. When the exhibition closed storage 

became an issue and they are impossible to have on permanent display as they are.  

We have taken them in and are in discussion with the Trustees of The Royal 

Leicestershire Regiment Association about a method by which they can be reduced 

in size and so be permanently available – possibly on pull-up banners. 

 
This is still waiting for a decision from the Regiment concerning a contribution to the 

not inconsiderable cost. 
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Memorial of the Month 

Leicester Association of Boy Scouts 

 

This memorial to the Boy Scouts of the Leicester Association 

was given to us to care for in December 2014 when the 

Headquarters moved to Leicester Forest East and we are very 

proud to have it on display. It is a superbly crafted piece of 

work in Indian ink by an H. M. Whittle. If anyone knows 

anything about him we would very much welcome the 

information. 

 
The Boy Scout movement started by Lieutenant General Robert 

Baden -Powell, the hero of the defence of Mafeking had only 

started in England in 1908 but was so popular that there were 

hundreds of Troops formed throughout the country with boys and 

young men already tuned to discipline and comradeship. 
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CALLED TO HIGHER SERVICE 
 

by Roy-Anthony Birch 
 

The words that form the title of this piece so often serve as an epitaph on war 

memorials and headstones marking the sacrifices of The Fallen  from the 1914-1918 

War. They also capture the essence of the opening inscription on the memorial listing 

members of The Leicester Boy Scouts Association who perished in that conflict, 

currently housed in the chancel of All Saints Church, Highcross. While many of the 

73 so named died on the battlefields of France and Flanders whose own names are 

now so familiar to us, others lost their lives while serving with The Royal Navy, 

often in places perhaps as unfamiliar to them as to the majority, prior to Britain’s 

entering the War. This is the story of one who died almost literally within reach of a 

territory known to comparatively few before April 1915, but one whose name, for 

the then British Empire, became synonymous with heroic and honourable military 

failure within a year. 

 

The following extract is taken from the front page of The Leicester Daily Post of 

Friday May 14th 1915: - 
 

BATTLESHIP TORPEDOED 
 

H.M.S. GOLIATH SUNK IN THE DARDANELLES 
 

“H.M.S. Goliath has been torpedoed in The Dardanelles with the loss of over 500 lives.           

The announcement was made in The House of Commons yesterday afternoon by Mr 

Churchill, First Lord of The Admiralty, who stated that 20 officers and 100 men had 

been saved. 
 

It will be recalled that the earlier mishap to the Allied Fleet in The Dardenelles 

occurred on March 18th, when H.M.S. Irresistible, H.M.S. Ocean, and the French 

battleship Bouvet, were sunk by mines. It is, of course, realised that losses of this 

description are almost inevitable in the peculiarly dangerous operations now 

proceeding in The Dardanelles, and while the loss of the Goliath may not seriously 

affect our Naval strength in that quarter, profound regret, shared by our Allies, will 

be felt at the loss of so many gallant lives. So far as can be ascertained at present, 

there appears to have been no Leicester men on board H.M.S. Goliath”. 
 
 

 

While the comment “there appears to have been no Leicester men on board HMS 

Goliath” was not an outright untruth - simply an assertion made in good faith, it  was 

factually inaccurate. There were in fact two local men  among  the  fatalities, one 

being Boy 1st Class Horace Green, service no. J/27586, late of the 1st Leicester Scout 

Troop. His is one of 18 names entered  on  the  Scouts  Association Memorial under 

the heading “Scouts”, as opposed to “Patrol Leaders” or “Seconds”, for example, 

with Scouts being akin to the rank and file,  as  it were, in what was then, if less so 



 

12 

now, a quasi-military organisation. Born in Leicester on 2nd June 1898, Horace 

appears to have been the only child of Hugh Kennedy Green and his wife Ada. 
 

Horace’s father, Hugh, was born in Kings Lynn, Norfolk, in 1869, but by 1891 had 

taken up permanent residence in Leicester, working as an “apprentice  hairdresser”  

to a “hairdresser and wig-maker” in Belvoir Street, and lodging in what seemed to 

be his employer’s place of residence and salon. 
 

By 1901, continuing as a hairdresser and now a married man, Hugh was the head of 

the Green family, living at 75 Overton Road, West Humberstone, Leicester, with just 

four people comprising  the household; two-year-old Horace and his mother,  Ada, 

plus an eight-year-old “step son”, seeming to stem from Ada’s side of the family, as 

did the other resident. By the time of the 1911 Census, however, mother and step- 

son are difficult to  trace.  While  it  may  well  be  that  both were simply away from 

home, the absence of references to Horace’s mother in some of his later documents, 

leads one to wonder whether a family break-up might have propelled young Horace 

into “The Senior Service”. 
 

His ship, H.M.S. Goliath, launched in 1898 and commissioned two years later, was 

one of many categorised as “Surplus Battleships” while still in service in August 

1914. Seen as unworthy of inclusion in Vice-Admiral Jellicoe’s wartime Grand Fleet, 

these aging “tubs” provoked sharp political divisions over their retention, even 

before the War.  Yet Goliath and her sisters, H.M.S. Canopus and Ocean, were all 

called to action as Britain joined the fray; Canopus being sent, quite controversially, to 

aid Admiral “Kit” Cradock in the South Pacific, while in November 1914 Ocean lent 

valuable support to operations in the Shatt-el-Arab estuary in the Persian Gulf. 

Goliath, meanwhile, acquitted herself well while patrolling the coast of German East 

Africa   and   proved   particularly    effective in destroying   the   enemy’s   S.M.S. 

Konigsberg.   The German  light  cruiser was pin-pointed by aerial reconnaissance 

upstream in the Rufigi River in present-day Tanzania, beyond the reach of larger 

British warships, but well within range of the shallow-draughted Goliath. Her four 

12-inch guns duly rendered the Konigsberg hors de combat without actually sinking 

her. 

 

By May 1915, Goliath was one of innumerable and diverse craft crowding the eastern 

Mediterranean in support of the Allied offensive at Gallipoli.  Royal Navy vessels 

had bombarded Turkish onshore batteries since the historic landings of Sunday 

April 25th, and caused extensive damage to settlements around the Heights of Achi 

Baba. Towns such as Kalissi, Maidos, and Kilid Bahr, were reduced to “smouldering 

ruins” according to The Times correspondent in The Aegean. Goliath’s participation 

in these events, however, was ended on the night of 12th/13th May in the worst naval 

disaster in terms of lives lost during the entire Gallipoli Campaign. 

 

She had sought shelter in Morto Bay, a natural anchorage immediately to the east of 

Cape Helles at the very tip of the Peninsula;  ironically enough, the site of the       

final resting place of her sister H.M.S.  Ocean, lost on  18th  March.  Goliath was taken 

completely unawares by the Turkish destroyer Mauvanet-i-Millet, shortly after 1 a.m. 
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on May 13th.  Taking advantage of a moonless and fog-bound night, and keeping 

hard as possible to shore, the Ottoman ship was skillfully manoeuvered by her 

German commander, Lieutenant Firle, into a position from which she could hardly 

have missed her target. Challenges from the British were answered by the Turks in 

English or otherwise ignored: - accounts vary. Goliath received the first of what were 

to be three fatal hits from torpedoes shortly thereafter, the first striking below the 

forward port turret, and the remainder hitting amidships below the foremost funnel 

and at the stern. Having listed heavily to port, she turned turtle and sank, bow first 

within minutes, pitching scores of her hapless crew into the water but drawing the 

overwhelming majority down with her, far into the deep. 
 

Approximately 75% of Goliath’s entire ship’s company - 570 out of 750, perished in 

the churning waters of The Aegean in the early hours of 13th May 1915. Her skipper 

Captain Thomas Shelford R.N. and Boy 1st Class, Horace Green of Leicester, were 

among them; Horace being less than three weeks away from his 17th birthday. None 

of the bodies of those who went down with the ship are thought to have been 

recovered and Horace’s name is now inscribed in perpetuity on panel 10 of The 

Chatham Naval Memorial in Kent. 
 

H.M.S. Goliath 

 
 

 Chatham Naval Memorial 

If anyone has information about this tragedy, please contact Roy-Anthony Birch on  

(0116) 276 5931 & 07989 985763  
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Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk 

War Memorials Project is a Company 

Limited by Guarantee and incorporated in 

England. Company Registration Number: 

08176202. 

The address of the company's registered 

office is: 

The Chancel, 
rear of All Saints Church, 

Highcross Street, LEICESTER 
LE1 4PH 

 

The Leicester City, County & 

Rutland At Risk Memorials 

Project welcomes any information 

which can help or promote their 

work. If you have any details of 

any War Memorial you feel is at 

risk , or can help in any way,  

please contact: 
 

Denis Kenyon: 
Phone - 07834 324352 
Chris Stephens: 
Phone - 0116 2716086 
Email: 
mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Website: 
www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Face Book Page: 
www.facebook.com/arwmp/ 
Twitter Page @ARWMP 

 

All articles reproduced in this newsletter 

are accepted in good faith and every effort   

is always made to ensure accuracy of the 

information given. It should be noted 

however that the opinions expressed by the 

contributors are not necessarily those of the 

Editor or the At Risk War Memorials Project. 

The Editor reserves the right to amend, 

condense or edit any article submitted. 

 
Anyone wishing to submit material is more 

than welcome to contact us by e-mail. 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion in 

your next edition is: 

Friday 3rd July 2020 

“We very much value your 
continued support” 

 

 

Contact Us 


